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We are Pac-12 Football Players, We Stand Unified, and Will Opt-Out if Our Demands Are Not Met 
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Hundreds of Pac-12 football players throughout our conference who are very concerned with the risks COVID-19 poses to 
our personal health and the health of our families and communities.  There’s not enough transparency about health risks, 
no uniformity to ensure we’re all safe when we play each other, and no adequate enforcement infrastructure.  NCAA 
sports has truly failed us, it doesn’t enforce any health and safety standards.  We believe a football season under these 
conditions would be reckless and put us at needless risk.  We will not play until there is real change that is acceptable to 
us. 
 
“I love football. I love football so much that I am willing to give it up if things are not done right and we are not in a safe 
environment. Every player that puts on these pads to play this game is a person with their own family, own friends, own 
passions, and own purpose that is greater than football. We want to play the game we love and have given so much of 
ourselves to, but we want to do it in a safe way.” - Elisha Guidry, UCLA FB 
 
“Since the system is willing to risk our health and safety in the midst of the global pandemic, we must look out for each 
other. With so much uncertainty around COVID, we cannot wait until it strikes the world of college football. We must act 
now to ensure our safety playing the game we all love, and that is why we are united.” - Jaydon Grant, Oregon St FB 
 
The lack of regard for our health and safety is central to the systemic racial injustices imposed by NCAA sports that 
disproportionately exploits Black athletes physically, academically, and financially.  Black athletes make up the majority 
of revenue sports rosters but have the lowest graduation rates and are denied basic economic rights and freedoms. 
 
“The threat that coronavirus poses to us and our families is not only real but exposes the inequities of the system that we 
are a part of. Moving forward we want to have a system in place that values Black lives by ensuring that a majority black 
workforce is provided basic economic rights and health protections. Our strength as players comes from our collective 
unity and willingness to advocate for ourselves, because if we don’t, no one else will.” - Valentino Daltoso, UC Berkeley 
FB 
 



“We can’t ignore the reality! People across the country are still being affected by Covid. People’s lives aren’t the same. 
Black lives matter was just a trend for many. However, Black lives matter today, yesterday, and tomorrow. Breonna 
Taylor’s murderers still haven’t been arrested.” - Treyjohn Butler, Stanford FB 
 
“The last thing I want to see is a tweet offering thoughts and prayers for a brother or an opponent from an organization 
that knew the risks of playing in these conditions. As a redshirt senior, I won’t be around to reap the rewards of this 
movement but I’m proud that we are sticking up for the safety of future generations and providing an opportunity to make 
something of what should be one of the most economically fruitful times of our lives.” - Jake Curhan, UC Berkeley FB 
 
“I have a 3.0+ GPA, I’ve received a reduced stipend since I’ve been back during the pandemic, I have a high risk family 
member, and no promised eligibility. I honestly love my school and my coaches. This is bigger than me though. I 
personally know someone at another Pac-12 who said they have been tested twice since June.  I am standing up for those 
players at that school.  There are hundreds of pac-12 players in a much more difficult position than me that need this type 
of change for their safety and future. There are countless future college football players that need this type of change. This 
is generational change that can directly impact the communities that CAN produce successful humans that are more than 
just athletes.” - Joshua Drayden, UC Berkeley FB 
 
“Post career health insurance is a benefit that I know would positively impact both current and future college athletes. The 
need for extended insurance is important to me for a couple of different reasons. Coming out of high school, my uncle was 
a highly sought after player and like many others, had aspirations of playing in the NFL. He attended the University of 
Oregon, where unfortunately his career was cut short due to excessive concussions. So much so that he continues to deal 
with concussion related issues to this day. I have had an injury filled career in college football as well, breaking my foot, 
tearing both labrums in my shoulders, and two concussions. We are just two examples of the many college athletes (many 
much less fortunate than us) who have dealt with injuries during their careers in college and face long term recovery 
issues. I am lucky to play for a coaching staff who truly cares about me personally, as well as my long term health. They 
do everything they can to prevent long term injuries, but there is only so much they can do. Granting players the 
opportunity to have extended health insurance coverage would have a huge impact on our lives. This would especially 
help players from low income families.  Having health insurance after the end of our careers would allow players to take 
care of injuries, return to a normal physical condition, and prevent injuries from holding us back from our full potential in 
life.” - Cody Shear, Arizona St FB 
 
“This is important to me because I want to see the young men that are being exploited by the PAC12 & NCAA have the 
right to earn money for their families. I want the safety of my peers lives to be placed higher than the sport they play. If 
we are treated like employees then we should be compensated as such.” - Jevon Holland, University of Oregon FB 
 
“It is imperative to ensure my teammates and fellow student athletes a safe environment to play in. This is also important 
to me because this will make future student athlete’s lives easier. Student athlete’s lives shouldn’t be put at risk in order to 
prevent further financial backlash-especially when receiving insufficient compensation.” - Ty Jones, University of 
Washington FB 
 
“The current state of the world is extremely fragile. We must be able to ensure the safety of all my brothers if we are to 
return to the field in the midst of a worldwide pandemic. We must also look into the continued exploitation of student 
athletes and how we do not receive fair compensation according to the amount of revenue we bring in. The line has to be 
drawn somewhere, it’s been too long.” - Joe Tyron, University of Washington FB 
 
“I want to see the conference at its 100% all around the board. We lack enforced health and safety standards, putting 
ourselves and others at risk. I believe we need the basic rights and benefits that will help our future. We are all grateful for 
what we have but there is so much more that would create generational change.” - Dallas Hobbs, Washington St Football 



 
Anyone who wants to learn more about the systemic racism in NCAA should read a new study called,  
“How the NCAA’s Empire Robs Predominantly Black Athletes of Generational Wealth”: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z97vhcjErrHIvuO3Nu2wUWbG90bFKnm_/view?usp=sharing 

We appreciate the Pac-12’s recent announcement that every athlete will keep their athletic scholarship if they choose to 
opt-out of athletics participation over COVID-19 concerns during the 2018-19 school year.  We will opt-opt over 
COVID-19 and other concerns if our demands are not met.  Together, we are putting forth the statement of unity and 
demands listed below. 
 

 

#WeAreUnited 

To ensure future generations of college athletes will be treated fairly, #WeAreUnited. 
 
Because NCAA sports exploit college athletes physically, economically and academically, and also disproportionately 
harm Black college athletes, #WeAreUnited. 
 
In rejecting the NCAA’s claim that #BlackLivesMatter while also systematically exploiting Black athletes nationwide, 
#WeAreUnited. 
 
Because we are being asked to play college sports in a pandemic in a system without enforced health and safety standards, 
and without transparency about COVID cases on our teams, the risks to ourselves, our families, and our communities, 
#WeAreUnited. 
 
Because we must have adequate COVID testing to help protect our health, #WeAreUnited. 
 
Because we are prohibited from securing representation while being asked to sign documents that may serve as liability 
waivers, #WeAreUnited. 
 
Because we should not be stuck with sports-related medical expenses, including COVID-19 related expenses, 
#WeAreUnited. 
 
Because any player who does not feel comfortable playing this season should be free to opt out without losing their 
scholarship or any eligibility, #WeAreUnited. 
 
Because immoral rules would punish us for receiving basic necessities or compensation for the use of our names, images 
and likenesses, while many of us and our families are suffering economically from the COVID-19 fallout, #WeAreUnited. 
 
Because we should be included in equitably sharing the revenue our talents generate, especially in a pandemic, 
#WeAreUnited. 
 
Because unjust rules prevent the 98% of college football and basketball players who won’t go pro from capitalizing 
economically on what would otherwise be the most valuable years of our lives, including many Black players from 
low-income homes, #WeAreUnited. 
 
Because eliminating lavish salaries and facility expenditures to preserve all sports must be prioritized, #WeAreUnited. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z97vhcjErrHIvuO3Nu2wUWbG90bFKnm_/view?usp=sharing


Because the NCAA has failed us and we are prepared to ensure that our conference treats us fairly whether or not it 
continues its NCAA membership, #WeAreUnited. 
 
In forming alliances with college athletes from other conferences to unite with us for change, #WeAreUnited. 
 
#WeAreUnited in our commitment to secure fair treatment for college athletes. Due to COVID-19 and other serious 
concerns, we will opt-out of PAC-12 fall camp and game participation unless the following demands are guaranteed in 
writing by our conference to protect and benefit both scholarship athletes and walk-ons: 

 

 
Pac-12 Football Unity Demands 

To Protect and Benefit Both Scholarship and Walk-On Players  

I. Health & Safety Protections 

COVID-19 Protections 

1. Allow option not to play in the pandemic without losing our athletics eligibility or spot on 
our team roster. 

2. Prohibit/void COVID-19 agreements that waive liability. 

Mandatory Safety Standards, Including COVID-19 Measures 

1. Player-approved health and safety standards enforced by a 3rd party selected by players 
to address COVID-19 and serious injury, abuse and death. 

II. Protect All Sports 

Preserve All Existing Sports by Eliminating Excessive Expenditures 

1. Larry Scott, administrators, and coaches to voluntarily and drastically reduce excessive 
pay. 

2. End performance/academic bonuses. 
3. End lavish facility expenditures and use some endowment funds to preserve all sports* 

*As an example, Stanford University should reinstate all sports discontinued by tapping 
into their 27.7 Billion dollar endowment 

III. End Racial Injustice in College Sports and Society 

1. Form a permanent civic engagement joint task force of our leaders and experts of our 
choice and university and conference administrators to address outstanding issues such as 
racial injustice in college sports and in society. 

2. 2% of conference revenue directed by players in partnership with conference to support 
financial aid for low-income Black students, community initiatives, and development 
programs for college athletes on each campus. 



3. Form annual Pac-12 Black College Athlete Summit with guaranteed representation of at 
least 3 athletes of our choice from every school. 

IV. Economic Freedom and Equity 

Guaranteed Medical Expense Coverage 

1. Medical insurance selected by players and sports-related medical conditions, including 
COVID-19 illness, for 6 years after college athletics eligibility ends. 

Name, Image, and Likeness Rights & Representation 

1. The freedom to secure representation, receive basic necessities from any 3rd party, and 
earn money for use of our name, image, and likeness rights. 

Fair Market Pay, Rights, & Freedoms 

1. 50% of each sport’s total conference revenue distributed evenly among athletes in their 
respective sport. 

2. 6-year athletic scholarships to foster undergraduate & graduate degree completion. 
3. Elimination of all policies and practices restricting or deterring our freedom of speech, 

our ability to fully participate in charitable work, and our freedom to participate in 
campus activities outside of mandatory athletics participation. 

4. Ability of players of all sports to transfer one time without punishment and additionally 
in cases of abuse or serious negligence. 

5. Ability to complete eligibility after participating in a pro draft if player goes undrafted 
and foregoes professional participation within 7 days of draft 

6. Due process rights 
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