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      Infuses Warm Friendships, Healthy Activities, and 
Joyful Experiences into the Lives of Mature Adults. 

Dian Ferguson, Director, dianf@casrcenter.org , 206-726-4926 

 
 
June 26, 2020 
 
Mayor Jenny Durkan 
City Hall, 600 4th Ave., 7th Floor 
PO Box 94749 
Seattle, WA 98124-4749 
Jenny.Durkan@seattle.gov  
 
Dear Mayor, Durkan: 
 
Central Area Senior Center is in receipt of a letter dated June 17, 2020 from the City of Seattle Finance 
and Administrative Services Department of the City of Seattle.  Speaking as the Transition Team you 
appointed, they shared in non-binding legal terms the framework outlining the discussion for the 
transfer of the property located at 500 30th Avenue South, now known as the site of the Central Area 
Senior Center (CASC). 
 
According to the letter, the City is interested in maintaining an agency services agreement with CASC 
and ensuring that any development would be solely for community purposes of affordable housing 
development.  To achieve this, the terms of the proposed transfer were outlined. 
 
The letter failed to show any legislative authorization unanimously approved by the Seattle City Council 
by Resolution 38156 in November 2018 for the transfer of the property and building.  Additionally, this 
letter added its own criteria of conveying the property through a Quick claim deed and a 15-year service 
agreement conveyance of the property to CASC as partial payment for the value of the property. 
 
We must assume that this letter reflects your desires and intent.  If so, it certainly does not build upon 
the Black experience in Seattle nor does it address the ongoing struggle for racial justice, equity, or the 
desires of the leadership of CASC neither professional, voluntary or of the membership and community 
in which we reside.   
 
Obviously, we have not been heard or listened to in what our desires are and/or intent is for the 
property now or neither our vision for our desired future.  Never have you asked, “what we wanted.”  
Never have you listened to or affirmed what we have spoken.  Now more than ever, the City should be 
committed to equitable outcomes.  
 
CASC desires an expanded footprint on the property for a larger senior center double the space of what 
currently exists.  We want two kitchens for events, a coffee shop and deli available to the community 
when breakfast and lunch services are over, more meeting rooms for neighborhood groups, and a 
health and wellness center where foot care, immunizations, cholesterol and hypertension screening, 
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massage therapy and dental exams and cleaning can occur in an environment where information, 
referrals and services for seniors is ongoing. 
 
Affordable housing is a noble endeavor.  Much of the former Black residents in Seattle have left the City 
owing to the lack of affordability.  We certainly understand the need for more affordable housing units. 
However, there are other City sites not encumbered by steep slopes and costly means to mitigate the 
slope than at the CASC site. Housing interferes in our activities of music, festivals, dances, family 
reunions, weddings, and community gatherings.  Noise ordinances would restrict the current usage of 
the facility and shut down what are ongoing activities at the senior center and in our desired future.   
 
At the core of the June 17th letter is the misguidance of what the CASC represents to Seattle and the 
Black community historically and present day.  You negate the historical value and relevancy of an 
institution that has been stewarded by Black people and African American leadership for over 50 years. 
This property and facility along with the programs and activities that dwell within its walls reflect the 
stewardship and history of Seattle Black population from a time when the Central District was red-lined, 
and the community was over 70% Black to the present day representation of Black residents being less 
than 8% of the Central District.   
 
As Mayor you should applaud the excellent care CASC has taken of this Mutually Offsetting Benefits 
(MOB) property and building at 500 30th Ave S, Seattle, WA 98144. MOB lease agreements allowed 
community organizations the use of City property.  Rents are cash plus in-kind services to community 
members.  Of the six remaining MOBs, three organizations—CASC, Byrd Barr Place, and Greenwood 
Senior Center—expressed their eagerness to accept the transfer of the building and property. After a 
thorough study and in response to a Statement of Legislative Intent in 2013, the Finance and 
Administrative Services Department (FAS) recommended the City transfer the deeds.  
 
Here we summarize the background for CASC as a timeline. 

Background Timeline   

1968: A group of African American civic activists many of whom were public sector employees 
working for the City of Seattle, recognized the need for a center for seniors living in the Central 
Area.  They partner with the Jewish Community, owners of the property, to rent the building.  
1972: Washington state voters pass Referendum 29 to sell $25 million in bonds to support 
community service agencies like senior centers. 
1975: Mayor Wes Uhlman and City Council pay $300,000 for this former nursing home. Funding 
included $185,000 from Ref. 29 funds, $100,000 donation from the former owners, and $10,000 
from members of the CASC. Mayor Uhlman envisioned the property as “a permanent home” for 
CASC to serve Black elders, so stated in the proposal to WA State and the Referendum to the public. 
2006: The State Legislature clarified in RCW 43.83.410 (Transfer of real property and facilities to 
nonprofit organizations) that facilities purchased with Ref. 29 funds can be transferred to the 
organizations using them if they had continued the type of service the funds were raised to 
support. This Act authorizes transfers "without further consideration." (https://v.gd/RCW4383410) 
2013: The Finance and Administrative Services Department responded to a Statement of Legislative 
Intent (SLI) from the City Council. In its response it recommended the City transfer the property. 
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2016: The Office of Housing released its finding that the property that The Central sits on is 
unsuitable for affordable housing development and the benefits of continuing to serve the seniors 
outweighs its use for single-family housing, too. (https://v.gd/2016OHFinding)  
2017: The City commissioned a report by Soul Light. Soul Light recommends transfer of the 
property and provides a timeline to complete it by December 31, 2017. 
2018: On November 19, the City Council passed Resolution 31856 after reviewing the SLI, Office of 
Housing, and Soul Light reports. This resolution committed the Executive and Council "to 
collaborate" on transferring the deeds of three MOB lease properties by March 31. 
(https://v.gd/Res31856) 
2019: The Executive missed the March 31 deadline.  
2020: The Executive sent letters to the three MOB organizations stating that no further proof of 
readiness is needed.  
2020: The transfers can proceed according to the Council’s criteria. 
 

The State Legislature and City Council have set the criteria for the transfer of this property. The State of 
Washington maintains a continuing interest in how local governments treat organizations supported 
with Ref. 29 funds. The Legislature found that the public has overwhelmingly benefited from how the 
Ref. 29 funds were used. In 2006 it required “no further consideration” for local governments to transfer 
property purchased with the State’s Ref. 29 funds.  
 
As the Select Budget Committee reviewed the history of the MOBs in the fall of 2018, several Council 
Members were dismayed by this interminable City government process. To update its intentions that 
now is the time for this to get done, the Council specified just three criteria in Resolution 31856:   

A RESOLUTION committing to collaborate with the Executive on the transfer of properties that 
have a mutual and offsetting benefit lease to the organizations currently residing in those 
facilities no later than March 2019 in circumstances where those organizations have  

1. Expressed interest in taking ownership of those properties  
2. A commitment to continue to provide services to the community 
3. Have demonstrated the financial capability of maintaining the facility  

 
No further consideration is required in accordance with the State’s RCW on the transfer of Ref. 29 
funded properties. The City Executive will collaborate with the City Council, its staff, and your attorney 
to prepare the necessary legal and other documents to execute the transfer.  
 

### 
 

That matches the enabling legislation. Neither the State nor the Council put in any considerations on the 
transfer related to affordable housing. The Office of Housing (OH) studied this question in 2016 and 
found:  
 

Summary of OH Analysis: 

OH, received a request to review the acquisition of the Central Area Senior Center (CASC), 
located at 500 30th Avenue South, in Seattle’s Leschi neighborhood. Our analysis determined 
that mitigating the steep slope on the east side of the property would make redeveloping the site 
with affordable housing financially unfeasible and the benefits of having CASC continue to serve 
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African-American seniors in the community, far outweigh the benefits of redeveloping the site 
with single-family homes. (emphasis added, https://v.gd/2016OHFinding) 

The Office of Housing ruled out both multi-family and single-family housing on the site. One due to the 
costs and the other due to the ongoing benefits of having CASC serve seniors. The Council was aware of 
this finding when it passed Res. 31856 in 2018. The Executive has overstepped. 
 
Thus, based on having fulfilled the criteria of RCW 43.83.410 and Res. 31856, CASC is ready to accept the 
transfer.  The gentrification of the Central District and the movement of Black people out of Seattle has 
been quite evident within the City limits.  However, there remains a core of institutions that Black 
people travel far and wide to reach along with the 7% of Black people who still reside in Seattle.  CASC is 
one of these locations.  A place where Black people married, celebrated life, death, family reunions and 
moments of historical importance.  The City should be ready after 50 years to take the necessary steps 
to ensure the successful transfer of this asset to CASC.  As Mayor you should set the stage for the 
transfer of this property to its rightful 50-year community-based partner.  It advances a collective 
mission to move from business as usual to achieving real outcomes focused on equity with no strings 
attached. 
 
We look forward to a teleconference with you and your Transition Team to further the City’s partnership 
with CASC in facilitating a quick and speedy transfer.  We will work with your team to identify some 
dates and times when each can be available to meet on a platform such as Skype, Zoom or Microsoft 
Teams, and I will be happy to follow up with a confirmed invitation date and time for our meeting. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Dian Ferguson, Director 
CASC Board of Directors 
Barbara Peete, President 
 
 
Cc:  Seattle City Council 
lisa.herbold@seattle.gov  
tammy.morales@seattle.gov  
kshama.sawant@seattle.gov 
alex.pedersen@seattle.gov 
debora.juarez@seattle.gov 
dan.strauss@seattle.gov 
andrew.lewis@seattle.gov 
teresa.mosqueda@seattle.gov 
lorena.gonzalez@seattle.gov 
Andres.Mantilla@seattle.gov 
samuel.assefa@seattle.gov 
calvin.goings@seattle.gov 
Karen.Gruen@seattle.gov 
Michelle.Reed@seattle.gov  
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